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A CHARTER FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 

 
During its second meeting held in October 2004 in Maharashtra, India, the Steering Committee 
(SC) of the International Rainwater Harvesting Alliance (IRHA) decided that membership to the 
Alliance should be more formalized. Up to that time the IRHA membership was free. In giving 
this recommendation, the SC expressed the opinion that formalizing the IRHA membership 
would be a means of building a stronger organization for the future, creating a sense of belonging 
to a worldwide network and helping to better assess the active RWH members and supporters in 
the world. 
 
Following the recommendation of its SC, the IRHA Secretariat introduced a Charter for 
Membership with a formal inscription starting in October 2005 for the year 2006. By fixing a 
very low membership fee (in some categories, free membership), the IRHA Secretariat wished to 
show that the real purpose of this action was not of a financial character, but for the institutional 
strengthening of the Rainwater Harvesting (RWH) movement.  
 
This member charter was amended in April of 2009. The new system incorporated a one time 
entrance fee that replaces the annual fee (from now on for new members). However the original 
annual fee remains in place as it relates to the private sector. The new conditions of membership 
are explained later in the text. 
 
This document sets out the different categories of membership available from the IRHA, together 
with the rights and benefits each category has. The specific details of the charter may vary from 
time to time, at the discretion of the IRHA Steering Committee, to reflect the needs of its 
members. Any changes to the membership charter will be published in the IRHA newsletter. 
 
 

WHAT ARE THE IRHA’S AIMS? 
 
The IRHA was created in September 2002 at the World Summit for Sustainable Development in 
Johannesburg, where rainwater harvesters from 5 continents expressed the need for a federative 
organization in the form of an international alliance. Its goals should be to unify and grow the 
movement worldwide, to build on achievements in the field of RWH. Previously it was only 
promoted and disseminated amongst a limited group of scientists and engineers.  The IRHA 
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hopes to work towards a strong worldwide network engaged in the fulfilment of the Millennium 
Development Goals. From its foundation, the IRHA has set out to bring together like-minded 
people and organizations with an interest in the development of Rainwater Harvesting. 
 
The IRHA has worked to spread its network around the globe and it can now claim to be one of 
the most eminent organizations in the world of RWH. It seeks to support the future growth and 
direction of RWH by providing a forum for its members to work together for their mutual 
benefit.  
 
As a representative and federalist body for those involved in RWH, the IRHA promotes the 
common interests of its members. For the IRHA, RWH is a component of Integrated Water 
Resources Management (IWRM), a part of a poverty reduction strategy and a powerful tool for 
Climate Change adaptation in the water sector. 
 
For the IRHA and its members, the main fields of activities where RWH can be of great utility, 
are: 
 
1. Soil conservation and food security; 
2. Households: 

• for drinking purposes; 
• for productive uses; 
• for sanitation, hygiene and infant welfare; 

3. Watershed & community development; 
4. Disaster reduction and climate change adaptation: 

• droughts; 
• flooding; 
• landslides; 
• forest fires; 
• others; 

5. Ecosystem conservation and aquifer recharge; 
6. Policy and legislation; 
7. Microfinance. 
 
Since 2003, the IRHA has been increasingly acknowledged as a unifying and influential 
international voice in the field of RWH. In this role, the IRHA has established relationships with 
many RWH organizations, Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs), Civil Society 
Organizations (CSOs), United Nations agencies, international and government agencies, private 
companies and individuals worldwide. 
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CHARTER FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 
Article 1. Who Can Be a Member? 
 

IRHA Members can be: 
• Environment, Water, Agriculture, Labour or other Government Ministries or State 

Agencies; 
• Local or Regional Authorities engaged in the environment, water, agriculture, education 

& health programmes; 
• United Nations agencies; 
• International, national and local Financial Institutions; 
• Donor agencies from national governments; 
• Regional and local government institutions; 
• Renowned personalities who have greatly contributed to the spreading of RWH; 
• Universities, polytechnics, agricultural colleges and their researchers and professors; 
• All private donor organizations supporting RWH; 
• Professional bodies (private companies or associations) working in the water and 

environmental sector; 
• Regional RWH Networks and National RWH Associations; 
• NGOs and CSOs active in the environment or water resources fields, supporting or 

implementing RWH activities; 
• Other development or humanitarian relief agencies and organizations involved in RWH 

or other water resources management activities; 
• Individuals and students with a private or professional interest in RWH. 
 
 

Article 2. Categories of Membership  
 

 2.1 Goodwill Ambassador 
Well-known personalities from the policy, scientific or cultural fields who aid the promotion of 
rainwater use and management will be nominated as IRHA Goodwill Ambassadors. 
 

 2.2 Honorary Membership 
Renowned personalities who understand, support or have contributed greatly to the promotion of 
RWH and related matters could be invited to be Honorary Members in the Alliance. 
 
The IRHA bestows this title to people who have given their knowledge and energy to elevate and 
reinforce the RWH movement. No more than one person per year will be invited to become a 
Honorary Member. 
 

 2.3 Institutional Membership 
 
Government bodies (water, natural resources, energy, health, agriculture, development or foreign 
ministries); authorities engaged in the environment, water or agriculture at local or regional level; 
UN agencies; government donor countries; international financial institutions; universities; 
private and institutional donors could all be accepted as Institutional Members of the Alliance. 
 
Specific Rights and Obligations for this category: 
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This category of membership is for institutions acknowledging IRHA’s work in the field of 
rainwater management to increase access to water, preserve natural resources and energy, 
improve health, boost agricultural yields or promote sustainable development. These members 
support IRHA’s actions and will contribute to the growing momentum of the worldwide RWH 
movement. 
 
Potential Institutional Members of the Alliance will be contacted by IRHA Secretariat. They are 
free from a membership entrance fee. The membership will be established with a Memorandum 
of Understanding signed by IRHA Secretariat and the Institution or by a letter signed by the 
IRHA. 
 

 2.4 Organization Membership  

The Organization Membership is addressed to regional RWH networks and national RWH 
associations; NGOs and CSOs active in the environment or water resources fields, supporting or 
implementing RWH activities; development or humanitarian relief agencies and organizations 
involved in RWH or other water resources management activities; other organizations supporting 
RWH; professional bodies (private companies or associations) working in the water and 
environment sector∗∗. 

A Member Organization shall be a recognized user or supporter of the theories, concepts and 
practices of RWH. A Member Organization may also be any organization allied with the user or 
supporter of the theories, concepts and practices of RWH.  Finally a Member Organization may 
be a special interest group whose membership, in the view of the Steering Committee would 
further the aims of the IRHA. 

Specific Benefits for this category: 
 
An Organization Member of IRHA will be entitled: 

1. To put forward a delegate to stand for election to the IRHA Advisory Board; 
2. To have a link to and from the IRHA website and to have access to its member’s 

knowledge base; 
3. To address the IRHA Secretariat with bottom-up demands for assistance in project 

formulation and fundraising; 
4. To propose key members of its staff as candidates for the international training courses 

organized by the IRHA (member candidates will have priority over non-members); 
5. To present its projects and implementation work through IRHA for promotion and 

international prizes, and to be shown in an international exhibition as well as other events. 
6. A Member Organization advanced in the RWH theory or implementation work may be 

invited to collaborate with the IRHA for the annual international training course. 
 
Details of Organizational membership are outlined in article 5. 
 
 
 

                                                 
∗ This concerns those private companies wishing to keep a watching brief on IRHA and RWH issues and 
activities. They may be involved in designing, manufacturing, distributing or selling RWH equipment (filters, tanks, 
guttering, etc) or they may be rainwater bottlers, consultants, engineers, plumbers, architects and others involved in 
similar fields. They may even be companies who harvest rainwater as part of their corporate efforts to reduce their 
ecological footprint. They could be water utility companies who wish to keep an eye on what is going on in the field 
of rainwater harvesting. 
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2.5 Individual Membership 
 
Individual Members can be: 
 

• People involved in RWH by implementing it on their own buildings or land and who are 
interested in disseminating their experiences; 

• Researchers and professors from different technical schools, university departments, 
scientific institutions, etc., professionally involved in the RWH field. 

• Students of Development, Hydrology, Agriculture and other subjects, who will be 
professionally involved in solving problems relating to access to water; 

• All other people interested in the field of RWH.  
 
Specific Benefits for this category 
 
Individual Members will be entitled: 

1. To have a link to and from the IRHA website;  
2. To send information to the IRHA newsletter; 
3. To be a candidate in an annual international training course organized by the IRHA. Their 

candidacy will be considered with priority over non-members; 
4. To present their projects and implementation work through IRHA to be promoted for 

international prizes and to be shown in an international exhibition and other events; 
5. To help other Members in RWH with project formulation and implementation. 

 
Details of individual membership are outlined in article 5. 
  
 
2.6 Private sector Membership 
 
Private sector membership* is addressed to private companies, industrial and commercial 
organizations or networks.  
 
Specific Benefits for this category: 
Private sector Members will be entitled: 

1. To have a link to and from the IRHA website;  
2. To send information to the IRHA newsletter; 
3. To have their products, projects or actions promoted by the IRHA nationally or 

internationally; 
4. To publish an action report on the IRHA website; 
5. To be candidates to be trained in annual international training courses organized by the 

IRHA. Their candidacy will be considered with priority over non-members; 
6. To present its projects and implementation work through IRHA to be promoted for 

international prizes and to be shown in an international exhibition and other events; 
7. To help other Members in RWH project formulation and implementation; 

 
Details of Private membership are outlined in article 5. 

                                                 
* Primarily these are private companies that are involved in designing, manufacturing, distributing or selling RWH 
equipment (filters, tanks, guttering, etc.)  Or rainwater bottlers, consultants, engineers, plumbers, architects and 
others involved in similar fields.  They may be companies who harvest rainwater as part of their corporate efforts to 
reduce their ecological foot print.  Or they may be companies that wish to remain abreast of what is going on in the 
field of rainwater harvesting. 
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 2.7 RWH Sponsor Membership 
The IRHA’s RWH Sponsor Membership provides a mechanism for those members concerned 
with water needs in the world who would like to make an optional contribution. The benefits in 
this category are higher than those in the standard membership.  The RWH Sponsor’s premium 
fee would go either to IRHA regional and national activities in a part of the world selected by the 
RWH Sponsor, or would be attributed to core budget costs. 
 
 
 
 
Article 3. IRHA Secretariat’s Rights & Obligations 
 

The main IRHA Secretariat obligations to its Members are: 
• To continue building an Alliance of RWH networks, diverse yet united, to spread the 

philosophy, policy and practice of RWH; 
• To help in the capacity building of newly created RWH associations; 
• To assist Members in sharing their experiences, success, failures, knowledge and plans 

with each other through networking; 
• To organize training courses to improve its Members knowledge and skills; 
• To assist Members in RWH project formulation and related fundraising activity; 
• To assist its Members’ presentation of projects and implementation work for international 

prizes; 
• To present its Members’ projects and implementation work in development fairs and 

conferences, keeping and promoting the name of their authors, thus facilitating future 
fundraising and recognition by donor agencies; 

• To promote South-South and North–South exchange and cooperation; 
• To work for the inclusion of programmes of study on RWH in universities and in 

hydrology, agriculture and development institutes; 
• To promote RWH as a tool for sustainable development and conflict prevention amongst 

all UN organizations working in the field of development or humanitarian aid; 
• To publish free information, such as in its electronic Newsletter brainstorming, available 

to all members and draw attention to various RWH issues;  
• To publish small articles in the Newsletter on its members’ achievements in the field of 

RWH. 
 

The IRHA’s monthly electronic Newsletter brainstorming is available to members and 
non-members alike. 

 
 
Article 4. Members’ Rights & Obligations 
 

Members have the right: 
• To use the title “Member of the International Rainwater Harvesting Alliance” in all their 

literature; 
• To present a request to IRHA Secretariat for a specific benefit allowed in their category 

of membership; 
• To receive information, to state their views and to submit ideas and proposals to either the 

Secretariat or the Steering Committee. 
 

Members have the obligation: 
• To support IRHA policy and activity by paying their membership fee via electronic or 
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traditional mail; 
• To support the IRHA Secretariat activities by cooperating in dissemination of their own 

or other members RWH achievements; 
• To appoint a representative from their employees who will be the contact person with 

IRHA Secretariat. 
 
 
Article 5. Membership fees 
 
A membership entrance fee will be paid at the start of the membership with the submission of the 
proper form. 
 
Organization Membership entrance fee  € 50 80 $ 80 CHF 

Individual  Membership entrance fee € 20 30 $ 30 CHF 

Student Membership entrance fee € 18 25 $ 25 CHF 

 
Private Sector annual fee € 150 240 $ 245 CHF 

 
IRHA Sponsor Membership 
 ● Bronze RWH Sponsor from : Low Income Country* € 100 160 $ 160 CHF 
    Other Countries € 200 320 $ 320 CHF 

 ● Silver RWH Sponsor from : Low Income Country* € 200 320 $ 320 CHF 
    Other countries € 400 640 $ 650 CHF 

 ● Gold RWH Sponsor from : Low Income Country* € 400 640 $ 650 CHF 
    Other Countries € 800 1’285 $ 1’305 CHF 
 
Please find the list of the Low Income Countries on the web-site: 

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/DATASTATISTICS/0,,contentMDK:2042140
2~pagePK:64133150~piPK:64133175~theSitePK:239419,00.html#Low_income 

 
 

IRHA Banking details 
 
Name: INTERNATIONAL RAINWATER HARVESTING ALLIANCE: IRHA 
Code SWIFT/BIC: UBSWCHZH80A 
 
IBAN (FOR EUROS): CH540024024042531140M 
IBAN (FOR CHF): CH450024024042531100D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IRHA membership charter 
Geneva, April 2009 
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Organization Membership Application Form 
 
 
 
Contact Details 
 
Organization Name:   

Organization Address:   

Website:   

Contact Person’s Name:   

Contact Person’s Position:   

Contact Telephone: Contact e-mail:  

Address:   

Town/City:   

State/Province: Postcode:  

Country:   
 
 
Membership entrance fee 
 
€ 50 (or 80 $ or 80 CHF) 
 
 
Bank accounts (Please choose one) 
 
Code SWIFT/BIC: UBSWCHZH80A 

IBAN (FOR EUROS) : CH540024024042531140M 
IBAN (FOR CHF) : CH450024024042531100D 
 
 

Date: Signature:  

 
 

Please return the application form to secretariat@irha-h2o.org 
A staff member of IRHA secretariat will contact you if further information is required. 

 
 
 



 9 

 
 

Individual Membership Application Form  
 
 
 
Contact Details 
 
First Name:   

Last Name:   

Profession/Job title:   

Address:   

Town/City:   

State/Province: Postcode:  

Country:   

Telephone: Fax:  

E-mail Website  

Sex  Female  Male 
 
Membership entrance fee 
 
Category (Please tick one) 
 
 Professionally active Member € 20 (or 30 $ or 30 CHF)  
 Student € 18 (or 25 $ or 25 CHF) 
 
Bank accounts (Please choose one) 
 
Code SWIFT/BIC: UBSWCHZH80A 

IBAN (FOR EUROS) : CH540024024042531140M 
IBAN (FOR CHF) : CH450024024042531100D 
 
 

Date: Signature:  

 
Please return the application form to secretariat@irha-h2o.org 

A staff member of IRHA secretariat will contact you if further information is required. 
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Private Sector Membership Application Form 
 
 
 
Contact Details 
 
First Name/Company name:   

Last Name:   

Profession/Job title/Field of activity:   

Address:   

Town/City:   

State/Province: Postcode:  

Country:   

Telephone: Fax:  

E-mail Website  

Sex  Female  Male 
 
 
Membership annual fees 
 
€ 150 (or 240 $ or 245 CHF)  
 
 Wish its products/activity to be promoted by the IRHA 
 Doesn’t wish its products/activity to be promoted by the IRHA 
 
Bank accounts (Please choose one) 
 
Code SWIFT/BIC: UBSWCHZH80A 

IBAN (FOR EUROS) : CH540024024042531140M 
IBAN (FOR CHF) : CH450024024042531100D 
 
 

Date: Signature:  

 
 

Please return the application form to secretariat@irha-h2o.org 
A staff member of IRHA secretariat will contact you if further information is required. 
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RHW Sponsor Membership Application Form 

 
 
Contact Details: 
 
First Name:   

Last Name:   

Organization (if needed):   

Profession/Job title:   

Address:   

Town/City:   

State/Province: Postcode:  

Country:   

Telephone: Fax:  

E-mail Website  
 
Membership fee for this category: 
These fees are fixed in three classes, Bronze, Silver and Gold. 

Class: High income country fees Low income country fees 
Bronze RWH Sponsor  €200 (or 320$ or 320CHF) €100 (or 160$ or 160CHF) 
Silver RWH Sponsor  €400 (or 640$ or 650CHF) €200 (or 320$ or 320CHF) 
Gold RWH Sponsor  €800 (or 1’285$ or 1’305CHF) €400 (or 640$ or 650CHF) 
 
 
 Accepts to be announced as a sponsor 
 Prefers not to be announced as a sponsor 
 
 
Bank accounts (Please choose one) 
 
Code SWIFT/BIC: UBSWCHZH80A 

IBAN (FOR EUROS) : CH540024024042531140M 
IBAN (FOR CHF) : CH450024024042531100D 
 

Date: Signature:  

 
Please return the application form to secretariat@irha-h2o.org 

A staff member of IRHA secretariat will contact you if further information is required. 


